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in the second they are allowed to range at will about
the district in question. Generally release on parole is
a favour granted to officers only; but there are instances
of whole garrisons being allowed to depart unmolested
on giving a pledge not to serve again in the same war.

We can thus trace the various steps in the growth of
humaner usages in one department of the laws of war.
The same progress may be observed in other portions of
the field. It has gone on for many centuries, sometimes
very slowly,.sometimes at a fairly rapid rate. Here and
there we can point out a period when some retrograde
steps seem to have been taken. But such periods are
'rare exceptions. The law which runs through the
history of warfare is a law of development. In the
earliest stage of all there are, as we have seen, no
restraints on the exercise of the foulest passions of the
victorious belligerent. In the second stage restrictions
are found. At first they are few and rudimentary ; but
in time they grow into an elaborate code. They thus
shew a close resemblance to the limitations imposed by
custom and law on the exercise of the right of private
vengeance.

It will be remembered that the third stage in the
history of private war was reached, when the state
provided tribunals to which injured persons could resort
for justice, instead of endeavouring to redress their
.own wrongs. Two conditions were necessary in order
to make their creation possible. There must have been
a growing opinion in the community that blood feuds
between families were crude and unsatisfactory methods
of punishing wrong-doers, and there must also have
been a central authority capable of establishing courts
and enforcing obedience to their decisions. At first, no